
FROEBELEIAN FUTURES

Practitioner Inquiry

QUESTIONNAIRES

We sent to all staff – 19 responded

PLAYROOM
OBSERVATIONS

We observed any instances of
spontaneous, routine and planned
singing in the centre

FOCUS GROUPS
We followed up with focus groups to
dig in to some comments and to see 
what would help build practitioner 
confidence and increase incidences of 
singing 

Following this Inquiry we have a 
number of actions. 

Songs 

Not just for 

singing time
WHAT WE WILL DO 
NOW



Practitioner Inquiry

As part of 
Froebel 
Practitioner 
Inquiry we are 
looking at the 
value of song 
and singing to 
children and 
the effect on 
mood, language 
development 
and confidence.

https://www.fr
oebel.ed.ac.uk/

. This is looked at 
in Hillhead 
through a 
Froebelian lens 
and has taken its 
ideology from 
the Mother 
Songs - mother 
songs

How does 
Hillhead EYC 
value song? - The 
Early Years 
Framework -
gov.scot 
(www.gov.scot)

Why is it 
important? 
Importance Of 
Nursery Rhymes 
And Songs - Early 
Years Careers

How often does 
spontaneous 
song happen? -
We observed 
practitioners in 
the setting 

What if any 
barriers to 
singing? - we 
discussed with 
practitioners in 
focus groups

..

.

Froebelian 
Futures Twitter

https://www.froebel.ed.ac.uk/
https://www.froebel.org.uk/news/sing-and-move-love-and-belong
https://www.gov.scot/publications/early-years-framework/
https://www.earlyyearscareers.com/eyc/learning-and-development/importance-nursery-rhymes-songs/
https://twitter.com/froebelfutures


Observation data

Fairly Confident

Not Confident

Extremely 
confident

On a scale of 1-5 how would you rate the 

importance of song. 

1 being not at all 5 being extremely

4.76

Average Rating

Somewhat Confident

How confident are you when singing with 
children?



Findings
NEXT STEPS

Together we will:
•Develop a song book of some of the 
most popular songs for children to create 
a basic book of song for Hillhead EYC -
this will include QR codes to link to 
videos of the songs to help with the 
tunes
•We will provide a training session on 
song and why it is important
•Hopefully this sway will help give you a 
rationale for the study 
•We will ensue you have access to more 
information on Froebelian principle

From the focus groups we know that although you feel mostly 
confident, some of you said you would like an opportunity to 
develop your knowledge of traditional songs to share with 
children and to become more confident, perhaps through 
training opportunities and would appreciate a song book to 
help you get started.

We observed few opportunities when spontaneous song took 
place

You asked for more information on Froebel and why this inquiry 
was being undertaken.
Froebel Trust

https://www.froebel.org.uk/uploads/documents/FT-Froebels-
principles-and-practice-today.pdf

https://www.froebel.org.uk/
https://www.froebel.org.uk/uploads/documents/FT-Froebels-principles-and-practice-today.pdf
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